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5JSC/Chair/10 (RDA/ONIX Framework for Resource Categorization (version 1.0)) 
5JSC/RDA/Part A/Categorization (Categorization of content and carrier)
Categorization of content and carrier in RDA is provided by three elements: Media type (RDA 3.2), Carrier type (RDA 3.3), Content type (RDA 6.9).

The definition of these elements and their values was based on the work of the GMD/SMD Working Group (5JSC/Chair/6/Chair follow-up) and on the RDA/ONIX Framework for Resource Categorization, version 1.0 (5JSC/Chair/10). This revised document has been updated to take into account decisions made by the JSC since August 2006, including the renaming of the three RDA categorization elements and the definition of additional categories.
This document discusses the objectives of the resource categorization elements, the alignment with the RDA/ONIX Framework, and related issues. A set of tables provides a detailed mapping of the RDA values to the RDA/ONIX BaseCarrierCategories and BaseContentCategories.



Objectives 
The primary function of the RDA elements for Content  type, Media  type, and Carrier type is to assist the user in selecting resources that are appropriate to their needs with respect to type of content and type of carrier. 

The categories proposed for inclusion under the three elements have been designed to meet the following objectives: 

· Comprehensiveness. The categories defined for each element should cover as fully as possible the range of categories that may be applicable to the resource described. 

· Clarity. The scope of each category should be stated in clear and unambiguous terms. 

· Extensibility. The categorization framework should be amenable to future extension to accommodate newly emerging types of content, media, and formats. 

· Compatibility. The categories defined for each element should be compatible, as far as possible, with those defined by other resource description communities. 

· Adaptability. The display of category labels should be adaptable to the needs and preferences of specific user communities. 

Alignment with the RDA/ONIX Framework for Resource Categorization
The RDA elements for Content  type, Media  type, and Carrier type have been designed to conform to the RDA/ONIX Framework for Resource Categorization (version 1.0). 

The categories defined for Content type represent a concatenation of four attributes of resource content defined in the Framework: 

· Character (i.e., the fundamental form of communication in which the content of the resource is expressed) 

· Sensory Mode (i.e., the human sense through which the content of a resource is intended to be perceived) 

· Image Dimensionality (i.e., the number of spatial dimensions in which the image content of a resource is intended to be perceived) 

· Image Movement (i.e., the perceived presence or absence of movement in the image content of a resource). 

The categories defined for Media type reflect the attribute of resource carrier defined in the Framework as Intermediation Tool (i.e., the type of device intended to be used to enable the content of the resource to be perceived). 

The categories for Carrier type represent a concatenation of Intermediation Tool with two additional attributes of carrier defined in the Framework: 

· Storage Medium Format (i.e., the physical form of the material on which the content of the resource is stored) 

· Housing Format (i.e., the physical format of the encasing for the storage medium). 

The accompanying tables provide mappings of the proposed RDA categories to the corresponding attribute values specified in the RDA/ONIX Framework for the construction of Base Content Categories and Base Carrier Categories.  The mappings serve as a means of providing a formal RDA/ONIX definition or ontology for each of the proposed RDA categories.  Those formal definitions, in turn, will serve as the basis for developing crosswalks between RDA categories and categories used in ONIX. 

While each of the proposed RDA categories has been mapped to its corresponding RDA/ONIX Base Content Category or Base Carrier Category, certain of the categories proposed for Carrier type and Content type represent Qualified Categories (i.e., categories constructed by defining an RDA sub-value of a primary value specified in the RDA/ONIX Framework and using that sub-value to qualify an RDA/ONIX Base Category, or categories constructed by using values of attributes for which there are no primary values specified in the Framework to qualify an RDA/ONIX Base Category). 

The sub-values that are being proposed for purposes of constructing RDA Qualified Categories for Carrier type are of two kinds: 

1. Sub-values of RDA/ONIX primary values for Storage Medium 
Format.  For example, a value for card (a small sheet of opaque material) is proposed as an RDA sub-value of the RDA/ONIX primary value sheet (a flat piece of thin material—paper, plastic, etc.—usually rectangular in shape).  The sub-value for card is used in combination with a number of RDA/ONIX Base Categories to differentiate carriers in a card format from those in a more generic sheet format. 

2. Sub-values of RDA/ONIX primary values for Intermediation Tool
.  For example, values for aperture card reader, microfiche reader, microopaque reader, and microfilm reader (devices designed for use with aperture cards, microfiches, microopaques, and microfilm, respectively) are proposed as RDA sub-values of the RDA/ONIX primary value microform reader (a device that magnifies microforms for reading with the unaided eye). Those sub-values are used in combination with a number of RDA/ONIX Base Categories to differentiate microfiche cassettes from microfilm cassettes, etc.  A similar set of RDA sub-values has been proposed as sub-values of the RDA/ONIX primary value projector to differentiate slides from overhead transparencies, etc. 

The sub-values that are being proposed for purposes of constructing RDA Qualified Categories for Content type are as follows

1. Sub-value of RDA/ONIX primary value for Character: The value movement (content expressed in movement of the human body) is proposed as an RDA sub-value for the RDA/ONIX primary value other for the Character attribute. The sub-value for movement is used in combination with primary values for the Sensory Mode attribute to create the Qualified Content Categories notated movement and tactile notated movement.
2. Values for Form/Genre
: RDA values for the Base Content Attribute FormGenre are proposed as follows:
Cartographic.  A value for cartographic (content representing the whole or part of the Earth or any celestial body at any scale) is proposed.  The value for cartographic is used in combination with a number of RDA/ONIX Base Content Categories to differentiate cartographic content from other types of content.
Computer.  A value for computer (content consisting of digitally encoded data or instructions intended to be processed by a computer
) is proposed.  The value for computer is used in combination with a number of RDA/ONIX Base Content Categories to differentiate content intended for computer processing from other types of content.
In the interests of enhancing the precision of crosswalks between RDA and ONIX, the RDA sub-values proposed for the construction of Qualified Carrier Categories have been flagged as user-defined sub-values to be considered for joint implementation by both RDA and ONIX.
Levels of specificity
The categories
 proposed for Content  type and Media  typeare defined at a broad level, roughly paralleling the General Material Designations given in list 1 of AACR2 rule 1.1C1. They are designed to assist the user in selecting resources appropriate to their needs on the basis of very general characteristics of the content and carrier of the resource.  

The categories proposed for Carrier type are defined at a more specific level, roughly paralleling the Specific Material Designations given in rule .5B in AACR2 chapters 2 through 12. 

The categories proposed for Carrier type do not incorporate the additional level of specificity proposed by the GMD/SMD Working Group.  In general, that additional level of specificity tends to incorporate into the “specific carrier” categories attributes of the carrier that are recorded in other RDA elements such as production method (etching, lithograph, woodcut, etc.), medium (acrylic, oil, watercolour, etc.), digital characteristics (ASCII, GIF, HTML, JPEG, etc.), and other characteristics of videorecordings (Betamax, VHS, etc.).  

Relationship between Carrier type and Extent 
The proposed RDA element for Carrier type is designed to function independently 
of the element for Extent.  The two elements serve different purposes. 

For certain formats, the RDA instructions for recording extent given under 3.4 specify the terms for Carrier type listed under 3.3 as terms to be used to designate the type of unit when expressing extent.  
For a number of other formats (books, scores, maps, etc.), the instructions given under 3.4 do not specify terms listed under 3.3 as terms to be used to designate the type of unit when expressing extent.  Those instructions reflect established conventions for indicating the extent of resources in those formats.  The terms proposed under 3.3 to designate type of carrier will have no direct bearing on those instructions. 

The instructions on recording extent include the option under 3.4.1.5 to use a term in common usage to record the specific format of the carrier instead of a term listed under 3.3. 

Terminology 
The terms used to designate categories in the drafts of sections 3.2, 3.3, and 6.9 have been drawn from several sources—the Working Group’s report, the RDA/ONIX Framework, and constituency responses both to the Working Group’s report and to drafts of other sections of RDA. Although the terms are designed to reflect common usage, it is recognized that usage varies from one community to another and changes over time.  The terms should be treated simply as “labels” to designate the categories. 

The RDA contains instructions are to record the categories using the terms listed. In Addition RDA makes allowance for using alternative vocabularies, including those consisting of coded values.  The instructions do not prescribe how the categories are to be displayed.  In fact, they may be displayed as icons or other terms appropriate to the local needs.  The intent is to provide agencies using RDA flexibility to adapt displays to the needs and preferences of their user communities.  Agencies may choose to be selective in which elements they display, and may display them either as separate elements or in combination.  They may also choose to display the categories using different terms than those that are listed under 3.2, 3.3, and 6.9.  The only requirement is that the elements be recorded so that they map directly to the categories as they are defined. 
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RDA Media  Type
	RDA Media Type label
	RDA/ONIX BaseCarrierCategory

	
	IntermediationTool

	
	microform reader
	microscope
	projector
	stereoscope
	audio player
	audiovisual player
	computer
	not required

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	audio
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	

	computer

	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	

	microform
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	microscopic
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	

	projected
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	

	stereographic
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	

	unmediated
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(

	video
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	


RDA Carrier Type
	RDA Carrier Type label
	RDA/ONIX BaseCarrierCategory

	
	StorageMediumFormat
	HousingFormat
	IntermediationTool

	
	sheet
	strip
	roll
	disc
	sphere
	cylinder
	chip
	file server
	binding
	flipchart
	reel
	cartridge
	cassette
	not applicable
	microform reader
	microscope
	projector
	stereoscope
	audio player
	audiovisual player
	computer
	not required

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Audio carriers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	audio cartridge
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	

	audio cylinder
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	

	audio disc
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	

	audio roll
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	

	audiocassette
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	

	audio tape reel
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	

	 sound-track reel
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	

	Computer
 carriers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	computer card (see note 1)
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	

	computer chip cartridge
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	

	computer disc
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	

	computer disc cartridge
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	

	computer tape cartridge
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	

	computer tape cassette
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	

	computer tape reel
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	

	online resource
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	

	playaway

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


RDA Carrier Type
	RDA Carrier Type label
	RDA/ONIX BaseCarrierCategory

	
	StorageMediumFormat
	HousingFormat
	IntermediationTool

	
	sheet
	strip
	roll
	disc
	sphere
	cylinder
	chip
	file server
	binding
	flipchart
	reel
	cartridge
	cassette
	not applicable
	microform reader
	microscope
	projector
	stereoscope
	audio player
	audiovisual player
	computer
	not required

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Microform carriers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	aperture card  (see Note 2)
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	microfiche  (see Note 2)
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	microfiche cassette  (see Note 2)
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	microfilm cartridge
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	microfilm cassette  (see Note 2)
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	microfilm reel
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	microfilm roll  (see Note 2)
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	microfilm slip  (see Note 2)
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	microopaque  (see Note 2)
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Microscopic carriers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	microscope slide
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	


RDA Carrier Type
	RDA Carrier Type label
	RDA/ONIX BaseCarrierCategory

	
	StorageMediumFormat
	HousingFormat
	IntermediationTool

	
	sheet
	strip
	roll
	disc
	sphere
	cylinder
	chip
	file server
	binding
	flipchart
	reel
	cartridge
	cassette
	not applicable
	microform reader
	microscope
	projector
	stereoscope
	audio player
	audiovisual player
	computer
	not required

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Projected image carriers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	film cartridge
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	film cassette
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	film reel
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	film roll
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	filmslip
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	filmstrip cartridge  (see Note 3)
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	overhead transparency  (see Note 3)
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	slide  (see Note 3)
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	Stereographic carriers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	stereograph card  (see Note 1)
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	stereograph  disc
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	

	Unmediated carriers
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	card  (see Note 1)
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RDA Carrier Type
	RDA Carrier Type label
	RDA/ONIX BaseCarrierCategory

	
	StorageMediumFormat
	HousingFormat
	IntermediationTool

	
	sheet
	strip
	roll
	disc
	sphere
	cylinder
	chip
	file server
	binding
	flipchart
	reel
	cartridge
	cassette
	not applicable
	microform reader
	microscope
	projector
	stereoscope
	audio player
	audiovisual player
	computer
	not required

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Video carriers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	video cartridge
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	videocassette
	
	
	(
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	 videodisc
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	videotape reel
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	(
	
	


Note 1: Computer card, Stereograph card, and Card are qualified categories, constructed by using the RDA-defined value card (a small sheet of opaque material) as a sub-value of the RDA/ONIX primary StorageMediumFormat value sheet.

Note 2: Aperture card is a qualified category, constructed by using the RDA-defined value aperture card reader (a microform reader designed for use with aperture cards) as a sub-value of the RDA/ONIX primary IntermediationTool value microform reader.  Microfiche and Microfiche cassette are qualified categories, constructed by using the RDA-defined value microfiche reader (a microform reader designed for use with microfiches) as a sub-value of the RDA/ONIX primary IntermediationTool value microform reader. Microfilm cassette, Microfilm roll, and Microfilm slip are qualified categories
, constructed by using the RDA-defined value microfilm reader (a microform reader designed for use with microfilm) as a sub-value of the RDA/ONIX primary IntermediationTool value microform reader. Microopaque is a qualified category, constructed by using the RDA-defined value microopaque reader (a microform reader designed for use with microopaques) as a sub-value of the RDA/ONIX primary IntermediationTool value microform reader.
Note 3: Filmstrip cartridge is a qualified category, constructed by using the RDA-defined value filmstrip projector (a projector designed for use with filmstrips) as a sub-value of the RDA/ONIX primary value projector. Overhead transparency is a qualified category, constructed by using the RDA-defined value overhead projector (a projector designed for use with overhead transparencies) as a sub-value of the RDA/ONIX primary value projector. Slide is a qualified category, constructed by using the RDA-defined value slide projector (a projector designed for use with slides) as a sub-value of the RDA/ONIX primary value projector.
RDA Content  Type
	RDA Content Type label
	RDA/ONIX BaseContentCategory

	
	Character
	SensoryMode
	Image Dimensionality
	Image Movement

	
	language
	music
	image
	other
	sight
	hearing
	touch
	taste
	smell
	none
	two-dimensional
	three-dimensional
	not applicable
	still
	moving
	not applicable

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	3

	cartographic dataset  (see Note 2)
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	(
	
	
	(

	cartographic image  (see Note 2)
	
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	(
	
	

	cartographic moving image  (see Note 2)
	
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	

	cartographic tactile image  (see Note 2)
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	(
	
	

	cartographic tactile three-dimensional form  (see Note 2)
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	(
	
	

	cartographic three-dimensional form  (see Note 2)
	
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
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	computer dataset  (see Note 2)
	
	
	
	(
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	computer program  (see Note 2)
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	notated movement  (see Note 1)
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	notated music
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	performed music
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
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	sounds
	
	
	
	(
	
	(
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	spoken word
	(
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	(
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	still image
	
	
	(
	
	(
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	(
	
	


RDA Content  Type
	RDA Content Type label
	RDA/ONIX BaseContentCategory

	
	Character
	SensoryMode
	Image Dimensionality
	Image Movement

	
	language
	music
	image
	other
	sight
	hearing
	touch
	taste
	smell
	none
	two-dimensional
	three-dimensional
	not applicable
	still
	moving
	not applicable

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	1
	2
	3
	1
	2
	3

	tactile image
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	(
	
	

	tactile notated movement  (see Note 1)
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	(

	tactile notated music
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	(

	tactile text
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	(

	tactile three-dimensional form
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	(
	
	

	text
	(
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	(

	three-dimensional form
	
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	(
	
	

	three-dimensional moving image
	
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	(
	

	two-dimensional moving image
	
	
	(
	
	(
	
	
	
	
	
	(
	
	
	
	(
	


Note 1: Notated movement and Tactile notated movement are qualified categories, constructed by using the RDA-defined value movement (Content expressed in movement of the human body) as a sub-value of the RDA/ONIX primary Character value other.
Note 2: Cartographic dataset, Cartographic image, Cartographic moving image, Cartographic tactile image, Cartographic tactile three-dimensional form, and Cartographic three-dimensional form are constructed using the RDA-defined Form/Genre value cartographic (content representing the whole or part of the Earth or any celestial body at any scale). Computer dataset and Computer program are constructed using the RDA-defined Form/Genre value computer (content consisting of digitally encoded data or instructions intended to be processed by a computer).
�Should this document acknowledge the connection with “Extent” terms?  This is acknowledged later under “Relationships between Carrier type and Extent, but perhaps also needs a reminder here?


�Isn’t this for media type?


�We suggest broader discussion of this issue, as genre/form should not be just for cartographic and computer resources and we need to sort out the relationships with “Form of work”


�This needs to expand for any device that presents digital resources


�It is not clear how this corresponds with the Base_Categories


�Yet how can we go on to contradict this by saying in the next paragraph that we’d use the same terms?


�We do not agree.  LC prefers “digital” – an adjective, so it is not in contradiction with the Intermediation tool “computer” – used here as a noun.  We acknowledge that RDA now uses “computer” but feel it should be revisited to avoid this conflict.


�As noted above, we acknowledge that RDA now says “computer” but for the reasons stated above, we still prefer “Digital”


�The existence of playaway’s and other emerging types of carriers needs to be allowed for – which is a reminder that the JSC needs an agile mechanism to address additions and changes in a timely way


�I continue to be bothered by our deleting the most common of all terms, understanding the ambiguity of “book”.


�This term points out the need to indicate that things that can have multiple characteristics depending on the circumstance – a volume does not necessarily have to have a binding, but can.  It isn’t clear to me that this table would lead to such a conclusion.


�This paragraph and the next have a mix of conventions of upper-casing and italicizing terms that need fixing.





